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Instrumentation and Performance Notes:

Violin (+ Scordatura Violin and Voice)
Piano (+ Rin and Voice)

De-tuning of normal Violin:
At the end of movw. II the violinist is required to de-tune the E-string down a semitone to Eb (see page 14).

At the end of mov. IV the violinist is required to de-tune the G-string down a whole tone to I (see page 18).
This process of de-tuning serves as preparation for the use of the scordatura violin in movs. V and VI and should be fully integrated into the flow of the
performance. Once de-tuned these strings are only used as open strings or for natural harmonics and therefore do not require any special notation.

Scordatura Violin:

At the end of mov. IV the violinist is required to exchange the normal violin for the scordatura violin (see pages 19 -20). This new instrument is strung with
four G-strings, tuned as follows:
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It is notated at pitch in the alto clef with a corresponding staff in treble clef indicating the fingering in terms of normal violin tuning,.
Ideally the quality of the strings used should match those of the normal violin.

Rin:
In movs. III, V and VI the pianist is also required to play two Rin tuned as follows:
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These should be placed on the shoulder of the piano to the right side of the pianist such that they can be played while plucking the strings inside the piano.
They should ideally be visible to the audience, sitting on traditional Rin cushions and being struck with a soft beatet/stick in order to achieve a soft attack.

Voices:

Both players are requested to hum (in mov. III) and sing (in mov. VI). The vocal line should be sung in whatever octave is most comfortable for the players,
and they can either sing at the same octave or different octaves. If they do not feel comfortable doing this, the piece can also be performed without the vocal
line which serves to add timbral richness but has no independent musical material.



Movements:

I. Dancing through the thunderous night (p. 1)
II. Azure flashes falling (p. 9)

III. Through suspended mists of white (p. 15)
IV. Seeking realms forever bright (p. 16)

V. We hear zhe timeless calling (p. 20)

VI. And here at last, we flow like light (p. 21)

Two versions of the piece:
Ideally the piece should be performed in the full version, however if the scordatura violin is not available it can also be performed in a reduced version:
1. Full version: movs. I — VI, requiring both violins.
2. Reduced version: movs. I — IV, requiring normal violin (including de-tunings) but not the scordatura violin. N.B. In the reduced version the vocal
line/humming in mov. III can be omitted.

Duration:
Full version: c.23 minutes
Reduced version: ¢.16 minutes

Learning Self-Modulation was co-commissioned by Musée du Louvre, Paris; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Scofia, Madrid; and Wigmore Hall,
London, the latter with the support of Andre Hoffman, president of the Fondation Hoffman, a Swiss grant making foundation. The first performance was
given by Carolin Widmann and Simon Lepper, and took place on 14/10/2011 at the Auditorium du Musée du Louvre in Paris.



Stage Layout:

VIOLIN
movs. I-IV

PIANO

SCORD.
VIOLIN
movs. V-VI







Christian Mason (2011)
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for Violin and Piano
I. Dancing through the thunderous night

Dedicated with affection and gratitude to Carolin Widmann

LEARNING SELF-MODULATION

Like distant thunder
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I1. Azure flashes falling

Infinitely delicate, tender and contemplative
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Elemental, ecstatic
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De-tune E-string down a minor 2nd to Eb:

repeat as many times as necessary to stabilise
new tuning. The notated gesture is only an

approximation and can be interpreted freely

A few moments of pathos...
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I1I. Through suspended mists of white

Ethereal and dream-like

J=40-50
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IV. Seeking realms forever bright
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V. We hear the timeless calling

Yearning, yet calm
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VI. And here at last, we flow like light
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Slightly faster, but with essentially the same feeling
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