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Vibrant, full of energy and attack, exuberant, bright, like an African balafon, every note firm and percussive. 
Always smiling.

�

Free tempo (� = c.66), use rhythms as guideline only

Percussive!
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Thumpy!
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Tremelos as fast as possible, with some overlap between hands
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 trem rit...

��

Joyful Balaphony
pour Émilie Carcy et Matthieu Millischer

Festival Prospective 22ème siècle, Perpignan, France, 11 Mars 2015 

John Pitts

2013
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�
trem rit...

������

Before the start - 

hold down these 

notes silently

�(Pedal permanently half-down) (Keep pedal
 half-down)

������

Tremelos will subsequently be written with a Z through the stem.  Ie: play bar 3 like bar 2.
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(tremelo sim.)
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trem rit...
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(tremelo sim.)

trem rit...

(Keep pedal
 half-down)
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 (tremelo)

� = 104 (or faster)
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������
� (Pedal still half-down)	���
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(tremelo)
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(tremelo) 
 


Turn quickly!




������ 

(tremelo)
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(Keep pedal half-down)

	� 	 	
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None of these preparations are even slightly necessary, as "Joyful Balaphony" was written without 

them.  However, they may add some colour and general fun to proceedings.

If you do use them, the aim is to make the piano sound more percussive and give different parts of

the piano different timbres.  The more you can make the piano sound like a balafon (an African 

xylophone), and djembe drums, the better.

The following are only suggestions, but every piano and every performing venue is different, so if 

you do choose to 'prepare' the piano then you'll need to experiment.  If there is a rule, which there 

clearly isn't, it is to try to keep each of the four pitch areas (notated below) sounding a little distinct 

from each other, and the tone similar across each note of its group.  Every pitch needs to be audible, 

but ideally the timbres of each group should be distinct.

You may need to find ways of keeping things in place.  The metal ruler, I find, is extremely 

effective at altering tone.  Get a 12-inch metal ruler, bend it into a curve ) - and place it on the 

relevant strings.  If it bounces around or moves too much in performance, you may need to tape 

paper clips or similar to the ends in order to clip it to particular strings.

On an upright piano things can be slightly trickier, but still do-able.  The bent metal ruler will need 

to be wedged into place, probably using a small cardboard box.  As newspaper cannot simply be 

laid onto the strings, you may need to use a few sheets of normal A4 printer paper which is slightly 

firmer, roll it up and wedge it into place between the strings and the casing or the frame.  If your 

piano is old and on its way out, and if and only if you are its legal owner, and if you so choose, you 

could put drawing pins on the hammers of one of the groups.  This will of course cause irreparable 

damage.  

Enjoy.

Bright, metallic, bell-like.

On a grand piano, place a bent metal ruler on its thin side over these notes.  

All the pitches should be clearly audible.

��

Optional preparations

������ Snare-drummy / buzzy. 

On a grand piano, place a thick folded newspaper over these notes.  

All the pitches should be clearly audible.

������ Percussive / wooden.

On a grand piano, use a wooden clothes peg near the bottom of each string, or wedge 

small pieces of wood between the strings.  All the pitches should be clearly audible.

�������� Metallic, maybe slightly rattley.

On a grand piano, place a bent metal ruler on its thin side over these notes, or wedge thick

screws in between the strings.  All the pitches should be audible.��

�������������
��

��������
�

�������
��

������
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