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Insectivorous

Acid Snap - Tissue Cage - Wilt

Matthew Lomax

For Chamber Orchestra
Duration 8'00

Insectivorous grew from a fascination with the movement of carnivorous plants and the mechanisms that they have
developed to capture and break down prey.

With each section of the piece following different stages of the plants' feeding processes, the ensemble itself becomes
an organism that treats musical material like prey - dissolving, tearing and transferring it across different instrumental
groups.

Note on 'Acid Snap'

This section of the piece should start before the audience enters the concert space and should end once they have taken
their seats and are (hopefully) quiet.
'Acid Snap' is unconducted, apart from the two cues that signal to continue
(these could also be signalled by one of the string players)

Strings Woodwinds and Brass
Performers should move very slowly through each section, Performers should traverse 'Acid Snap' as such:
move to next section when signalled to by the conductor.

Perform the first cell, return to the beginning.

speed up and slow down in response to how animated Perform the first two cells, return to the beginning.
the woodwind and brass section are. Perform the first three cells, return to the beginning. (etc..)
Performers should play independently. Tempo is not strict, performers should play independently.
Clinical and static. Distant and quivering.

First performed at the Royal College of Music
10th February 2019

Conducted by Vicente Chavarria







Insectivorous
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*See composer's notes on previous page!



\Conﬁnue repeating entire section until signalled to continue to A\

decrease tremolo - - ---------» (increasel)
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remain detached from the woodwind and brass, unaffected by A's outburst...

slightly more agitated, shaken by A's outburst - still distant...

Woodwinds and Brass

Strings

= : 355! t M6 / i
4B E £ A “
1o - E] . § - e - ™ | | !
3 g 5 5 || ) I T m
£ a7 3 ERIIUL) oLk Lo ESne |
i i : 1 7 i
P _“ ¥ "
A e A ! 1 |
. ! i
o (i e — (Y : v !
- N H H m 1
3 UJ = “. i m
QL S 3 ' . !
L 14 A > [T Lelel g ___ o ) |
o . £ === o @ '
I . W = - : | g Ul Il !
g E = £ bt L g 48 "y 8 MM | |
AN S o I\ = 2 & aand N a . \unwh—f & AT |
m- I L A \ - ~— “
g A [
> A T [ !
G | ¥ |
[
A EnNG = o m MWP ! .“ !
77 1 ] w
= 3 Y o m L 8
[ LI el H S
. ] v N D i sl 2
A 3 (Y Qﬂ iy g | " ! m#wu #W W AT
[N 5 A Ll | [T Y s LT Vo I ! !
TR 3 ) ( el plE L ¥ | ,_
3 : [ A .m__m A iy H e
RN P L ! 21 ! H
iy . £ e . L ¥ 3 Ak
I * v 2 " __
iy [ ¥ ;| P
.wa ,.m ou\,/ \ m @ ___ 1 ."
==== . Adg v £\ P ! H
iy g bai * m m nmr\* m nmww\ & | H
£ | 2 ! £ ' I I m i
5 e g = : v ! n
FEl g, Mo Hy i - TN i H
! ’ [ " . 1 ! !
g z [ ! ¥ Ay m i
ST - £ Lo == " i :
. i | | |
N 2 I3 3! o 2 !
.4l l £ N E ! =
A z . gl i g | 3
A £ i o i = i e
Ao g g | | ¥ g[]] 8
A = ain § ik “ H 5 a
7 g el £ @ P n SN o8 2
1% & & H a
i
= . [
) 3 £ |lun ¥
£ ENG | 8 |17 i
/% WL 3 i
u_ AQ || AL ﬁ i
A9l B I
i 1
A 4l g T AL g
i g LY 0 I gl
! o N
oA ] I Al L Ly
! g
i = \
Y | g |
= A ] £ _ Aol ﬂ m \ N
g © I o £ v HHR
LR | : il : | I b &
c 2 ¥ g o 1 ! ' \
A £g+ ; -+ “n m m _._. ___
RACEEIAR o — — | 1 4 \
idl ALy | A | | ' "
A4l . . masN =) - i ! H i
B £ ﬁ - A ! H I !
N A4 -_mu ‘@ ” < 0 I ! j !
g >.0_ J £ ﬁ . w i 1 1 H H
3 A& L_ - 2 3 e ﬁ H e 5 m m ; "_
s ik 8 5 3 ! ! ° ;
g k% 3l iy z g “ | e _ :
w4+ TN e M e 8 147 2 ! i - m H
= ol || e 5 1 i b ! H
== [ an 1 1 4 ! '
- on H . IS a " i &wﬂ m i\ﬂ :
I I N = H
B H 9 2 ||]T2% 3 :
.W T o HNERE=S - m m A __ A “
H / == === . g o o 8 =/ L H
s o] i R (Y8 3, Al AL alll 3 \ L) H
» : - TPy X P & R Mt__m S g i
" s [IF 12 i i | " m
| \ 8 e T Vil i 1 ' i
T L £ i) i i | " m i
£ Al Bl [ i " " : ;
o ! 1 I ! ’ '
\VL 3 L e A.Tl 2 < ° 2 ; e :
. \ ) . G : : Al s
£ \ I = =1 = = 1 1 e
E I} .v 5 ML 5 i s 5 i -
5 | 5 i g 8 H | | 2
S Pl o§ o 8 lellos AN Sl & S AR A & L » H
N N g N a N 8 8 N2 O N NG o
— o~ — o~ - — o~ o~ — ~ — o~ — o~ —
_ L — e — L J L L L ] L
— : el Q : . o
e 2 ) c w oM - = e C fa)
o £ o £ £ c E > >
— c - S >
O I =z




\Conﬁnue repeating entirety of B until signalled to continue to C\

(ord.)

towards breath——>

decrease tremolo- - --------» (increasel)

subff

(soften attack) --------»
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similar to previous section - overpressure not to exceed mf

unsettled and weary, as if wounded - still distant...

Woodwinds and Brass
Strings
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(ord.)

‘Conﬁnue repeating entirety of D until signalled to continue into 'Tissue Cage' (oﬁdcca...)‘

decrease tremolo ----------% (increasel)

towards breath
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Matthew Lomax

. Tissue Cage
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very breathy (unstable)
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