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Dumbfounded!

miniature chamber opera in one scene

Libretto by William Radice
(after a short story by Saki)

FULL SCORE
(SCORE IN C)



Dumbfounded! is based on the short story “The Reticence of Lady Anne’ by Saki, first
published in Reginald in Russia (1911).

Duration: c. 15 minutes

First performed on 9" and 10" August 2008 at the Riverside Studios, London as part
of the Téte-a- Téte Opera Festival, conducted by Tom Hammond, directed by
Sebastian Armesto and designed by Rebecca Desmond, sung by Edmund Connolly
(Egbert), Eamonn Mulhall (Don Tarquinio) and Pamela Hay (Lucretia).

The first production was supported by funds from the Nicholas John Trust and the
Hinrichsen Foundation.



CHARACTERS

EGBERT baritone a short-sighted middle-aged upper-
middle-class man

LADY ANNE non-singing part  his wife

DON TARQUINIO tenor their elegant and exotic cat

LUCRETIA soprano their pet bullfinch, object of Don

Tarquinio’s obsession

INSTRUMENTATION

clarinet in Bb, piano, cello

SYNOPSIS

Egbert has argued with his wife, Lady Anne, over lunch, and is now seeking to make his peace. In
attendance is their cat, Don Tarquinio, an elegant and raffish animal, and a caged bullfinch. Egbert
attempts to soothe his wife’s temper but is met only with her withering silence and mockery from
the cat, who sings to the audience a parallel narrative of his infamous Roman namesake, Sextus
Tarquinius. Egbert, unable to gain his wife’s attention, eventually snaps and storms out —
whereupon the cat reveals the reason for Lady Anne’s reticence: she has been dead for two hours.
He then puts into action his long-laid, and gruesome, plan for the bird.



for my mother

she was a good cook, as cooks go. ..’



Score in C

Libretto by

WILLIAM RADICE
after a story by Saki

Lucretia

Don Tarquinio

Egbert

Clarinet in Bb

Piano

Violoncello

Tentatively 4 = 44

Dumbfounded!

a miniature opera in one scene Mausic b
usic by

BERNARD HUGHES
An Edwardian drawing-room. Egbert sidles sheepishly into the room. He is carrying a bunch of paper poppies
as a peace offering. Lady Anne is sitting by the fire, her face turned away from the andience. There is a birdcage
on the sideboard, covered with a cloth.
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Don Tarquinio, the cat, is basking on a rug in front of the flickering fire.
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Egbert irritably pulls the cloth off the cage,
and Lucretia immediately bursts ont with

the only tune she knows.
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Egbert taps the cage again in

trritation and the bird stops singing.
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Egbert stops dwelling on the bird and cat, and
forces his attention to the task in hand, the
pacification of Lady Anne.
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There is an awkward pause.
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Egbert unsteadily starts to pour a cup of tea for Lady Anne. Noticing her
unresponsiveness he puts the teapot down and angrily brandishes the milk jug.
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Egbert lurches over to Don Targuinio's saucer in front of the

fireplace and clumsily pours milk into it so that it overflows on to the carpet.
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Lady Anne remains mute and motionless.
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Egbert slumps down on the hearth-rug and distractedly strokes
Don Targuinio, as he continues his appeals.
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Egbert angrily snatches the poppies out of the vase and
nervously paces up and down the room with them.
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He now tafkes centre stage. The room is even dimmer now.
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Don Tarquinio suddenly and dramatically spins her chair
$0 that the audience can see very clearly that she is dead.

The firelight reveals a trickle of blood from her month.
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over Lucretia's dying screams.

The lights snap to black
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