JOHN HAWKINS
Sea Symphony

1 Scherzo: Pacific Calm
2 Night: Up-river to Rotterdam
3 North Atlantic



The Symphony was commissioned by the Marine Society in 1979 and is dedicated to its then director.

The commission required the composer to experience a voyage on a container ship from London to New Zealand.

The Symphony was first performed by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra (conducted by Yuri Segal) and broadcast by the BBC.
A later broadcast (BBC Radio 3) was performed by the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra (conducted by En Shao)

The Marine Society subsequently commissioned a song cycle with string orchestra 'Voices from the Sea' which was
first performed at St John Smith Square by Martyn Hill with Divertimenti, conducted by Antony Pay.
The performance is included on the Meridian label (CDE 84496).

www.johnhawkinsmusic.co.uk

2 Flutes (1st doubles piccolo)
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets

2 Bassoons

4 Horns

3 trumpets

3 Trombones

1 Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (1 player)
Harp

Strings



1. Scherzo: Pacific Calm

to Dr Ronald Hope
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All instruments written at sounding pitch except piccolo (sounds 8ve higher) and double bass (sounds 8ve lower) ‘
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