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“This piece is a setting I made of the words of poet, mystic and friend Gunes Omer. For me the
poem brings to life a very vivid and magical world, in which the shepherds of a strange land sing
proudly of their way of life, in their own native folk style. This image in turn brought me to reflect
on the singing tradition of Sardinian shepherds, a bold and gutteral form in which you can hear
distinctly the sounds of the flock which they are daily surrounded by.” - L. W.

Golden Heels - Gunes Omer

Golden heels
Uphill run
Climbing kills
The humdrum

Striving sheep have I
Fleece to reap
The trove of rhymes
July

Golden hinds
Thirteen strong
Gliding chimes
The swan song

Diamond herds have |
Words to turn
The frozen tides
July

Performance Notes -

Sounds used in the piece are explained here, when possible accompanied by their equivalent
in the International Phonetic Alphabet -

du - ¢ - see Hungarian, e.g. 6t, fold (try typing these words into Google Translate, where there is a
playback function) - It sounds approximately as a vowel made with the lips rounded in the position
for a "long u" as in "mood" while trying to make the sound at the onset of a "long a" as in "air"
ba/da/ha - 3 - away, cinema

bam (indicated in score by staccatissimo symbol) - Nasal accent - d" - the release of a plosive
consonant

into a nasal stop - English words such as sudden in which historically the tongue made separate
contacts

with the alveolar ridge for the /d/ and /n/ ([ 'sadon]), many speakers today make only one contact -
e.g. didn't.

de - e - destroy

aa-a:-arm

00 - u - hoover - but with slightly tighter lips

ai - end of July
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