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Fallen 
For SATB chorus with two soprano soloists 

David Lancaster 
 

Fallen was composed in the winter of 2009 and it received its first performed at Canterbury 
Cathedral in the following spring, given by the York St John University Chamber Choir.  
Since then it has been performed many times and was included on the soundtrack of a 
documentary made for Sky Television. 

 

Fallen is a setting of a fragment from a longer poem by the Sufi mystic poet Jalāl ad-Dīn 
Rumi, combined with a traditional Persian proverb. 

We have fallen into a place where everything is music (Rumi). 

Drops that gather one by one finally become an ocean (Old Persian proverb). 

 

 

Directions for Performance. 

The solo sopranos should ideally stand at opposite outer sides of the choir for maximum 
stereo separation. 

The ‘small bells’ can be any bright metallic sounds which have a long resonance; Indian bells 
work especially well but glockenspiel bars, triangles, finger cymbals etc. can all produce the 
desired effect.  Avoid jingle bells!  The bells can be distributed around the chorus, so that 
bell players can share music with non bell players.  Five or six bells will normally suffice and 
they should be hidden (and silent!) before they are required to play. 

The bells should play in free time, independent of the conductor. 
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