
 Robert Percy

Everything
is
Permitted

 for solo cello



Everything is Permitted
for solo cello

by Robert Percy

First performed by Ben Trigg at City University on 5th May 2004.

Programme notes:

Three important  features  of  this  piece are:  a  conflict  of  personalities,  an 

exploration of physicality, and, formally, an overall depletion of energy. The 

personality  conflict  comes  in  the  form  of  three  differentiated  identities, 

which are articulated through speech-based melodic writing; each identity 

has its own name, attitude, and manner of speech, and this is aided by the 

use of a different tessitura for each identity (high, medium, low).

Physicality is explored in the piece through the extended use of jeté, 

percussive impacts,  harmonic sul  ponticello and a ‘funky’ pizzicato.  The 

overall  trend, in alignment with the depletion of energy, is a move from 

pizzicato to bow. The piece is essentially a music drama.

The title  is  an  expression –  a  slogan,  even –  used  by Ivan from 

Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novel  The Brothers Karamazov. Although there is no 

direct correlation between the personality types of the three brothers in the 

novel and the three identities in this piece, where a clear distinction between 

the  psuedo-voices  is  paramount,  a  loose  correspondence  is  nonetheless 

intended;  I  certainly  wouldn’t  begin  to  compare  Dostoevsky’s  profound 

study of human nature and my altercation between speech-based, melodic 

identities.
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