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Duration: 12:00 Minutes  
 
Contents  
 

1) Overture 
2) To Whom It May Concern 
3) I am Called Erik Satie  
4) My Doctor 
5) Interlude 
6) Critics 
7) I am a Hearty Eater 
8) Debussy 
9) Postlude 

 
Programme Note: 
 
‘Erik Satie’s, Memoirs of an Amnesiac’ is a Music Theatre piece for tenor and 
chamber orchestra which serves as a love letter to one of classical music’s 
must eccentric and creative figures, Erik Satie. The composition is a setting of 
Satie’s acerbic and often beguiling strange texts.  Instead of trying to create a 
realistic portrait of the composer, I looked to capture his unique essence. 
Unconventional orchestration is employed restricting the ensemble to Piccolo, 
Piccolo Oboe, A flat Clarinet and contrabassoon, accordion, re-used materials 
as percussion (glass bottles, paint cans, toy piano and barrel and mallet) and 
string quartet with double bass. I wanted to reflect Satie’s writings through 
creating an aesthetically naïve music. The composition draws on taboos of 
contemporary compositional technique. Octaves are doubled, simple material 
is repeated verbatim and the movements are short with little to no 
development of thematic material taking place. The composition also draws 
heavily from Satie’s own music, quoting and re-using his material throughout. 
The title is taken from the name of Satie’s diary from which the text is drawn.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instrumentation  
 
Tenor voice 
Piccolo  
Piccolo oboe (oboe musette) 



 

Clarinet in A flat 
Contrabassoon  
French horn 
Trumpet 
Trombone  
Accordion  
Percussion: 
4 bottles (of descending pitch, and size) 
2 paint cans (1 large/1medium) 
Toy piano (three octaves) 
Violin 1  
Violin 2 
Viola 
Cello 
Double bass 
                                          
*String section should be string quartet and 1 double bassist 
                                         
Percussion Key 
 

 
Suggested glass bottles, 
 

1) Small soft drink bottle, i.e. coke bottle (330 ML) 
2) Small beer bottle (500 ML) 
3) Large beer bottle (750 ML) 
4) Wine bottle  

Paint Cans 
1) Medium paint can (500 ML) 
2) Large paint can (1 Litre) 

 
Barrel and mallet  
 
Large wooden barrel to be struck with a medium mallet, (if a barrel is unavailable a bass 
drum would also be appropriate).  
 
 
Percussion Layout 



 

 
 
Performance Notes 
 

 
=Move From no vibrato to wide vibrato  
 
   

 
 
 
=hit string with metallic end of the violin bow 
 

=play with the wood of the bow 
 

=continues gliss that should follow the given gesture 
and rhythm, aim for the given notes and attempts should be made to be as rhythmically 
accurate as possible  
 
 



 

 
 
=An airy note but one that contains pitch  

 
 
 
Pronunciations  
 
All words are to be articulated clearly throughout the piece 
 
*Phonometrographer=A made up word by Satie, meaning someone who measures sounds. 
Pronounced Phono to rhyme with mono, and met-ro-gra-pher, spoken phonetically.  
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