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The Sickness of Angels

for vocal engemble






for vocal ensemble:
solo soprano, alto, tenor and bass voices

performance notes:
glissandi always begin from the start of the note beginning the gliss. line.

approx duration:
7 mins

text:
XXXV from the collection Dark Harbor by Mark Strand.

The sickness of angels is nothing new.
I have seen them crawling like bees,
Flightless, chewing their tongues, not singing.

Down by the bus terminal, hanging out,
Showing their legs, hiding their wings,
Carrying on for their brief term on earth,

No longer smiling; asleep in the shade of each other
They drift into the arms of strangers who step
Into their light, which is the mascara of Eden,

Offering more than invisible love,
Intangible comforts, offering the taste,
The pure erotic glory of death without echoes,

The feel of kisses blown out of heaven,
Melting the moment they land.



The Sickness of Angels

words from XXXV by Mark Strand music by Ed Scolding

.= c.56 mechanical, unstable, agitated, abrupt
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Music copyright © 2011 Ed Scolding.
“XXXV” by Mark Strand. Copyright © 1995, Mark Strand, used with permission of The Wylie Agency. All rights reserved.
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