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Programme note  

Commissioned for the 2nd Adelaide International Cello Festival 2011 by the Twin Cellists, Pei-
Sian Ng and Pei-Jee Ng. 

As the piece was initially written for twins, my first thought was to create a work that avoided 
clearly independent lines. My desire throughout was to conjure an almost orchestral depth 
and variety of sound. Both these ideas account for the fact that the two violoncello parts are 
virtually braided together and don’t tend to stray too far from each other. Many double-stops 
and maintained four line parts are employed to add to the engulfing nature of the piece; with 
its beginnings in turbulent, almost fractured, part writing to a thicker more streamlined 
middle and finally a return to the energetic movement spawned at the start.  
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ff 

mf ff mf mf ff

68

mf ff mf ff mf
mf ff

 

 

 

 

  

  





 
3 3 3

3 3 3

  
3 3

  3

3
3

3

 
33

 
33 3


33






3


3 3 3

         
        

            

   
 

        

  
     

     



 


       

 
      



     
 

   

                   

             
       

         
              

    
     

         
  
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



















p

Delicato q = c.64F71

p

pp

75

pp

mf p mf

78

mf
p mf

p p mf p mf p

81

p mf
p

mf
p

f mf p mf

84

f
mf p

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 


33

3

 
3


3

3 3


3

3
3


3 3 3

3

3

 3 3 3

 3

3 3 33

 3 3 3

3

3

  
     


  

   

  
    


 


  

              

 
         

 


      

          

   
              

 

  
           

         

                   


     


    
        

 


    

        
           
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



















86

mf

ff f

Agitato (q = q)G88

ff
f

90

mf

92

mf ff

ff mf

94

mf

  

  

 

 

  

  





 

 


33




3

 
3

 
3



 3  3


3

 3 3


3  

3 3

 3 3


3


3


3

        

          




 



 

  


 



    

     



  

    
        


     

         

             
    

 


  
        

             


   


 

       

              

8























ff p

97

ff p

ff

99

ff

p ff mf f mf ff

H101

p f p f p ff

mf
ff mf

ff
mf

ff

103

p ff p ff p
ff

mf

105

p

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  





3


3


33


3

3

 3 3

   
3 3

3 3
3


33 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

      
3

3

3

3


3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 
3 3

3


3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 
      


      

              

       
     

      

     

        
         

   
  

                             

               

      

                           

   
           

                       
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



















ff mf 

107

ff p mf

p f

109

p f

mf
ff

f mf f

111

p ff
f mf f

mf f ff

113

mf f
ff

pp

Nervoso q = c.82  I
115

pp





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
3

 3

3


3

3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3


3

3


3


3

3

3 3

3

  
3


3


3 33 3 3 3

3

 
3

3


3 3

3


33 3

3

 pizz.

  


            

              



 

  
   

                  

    
 


 

 
         

  




  

        

          



 


        

   

    

        
     




             

         


                     






   




     




 
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



















ff      pp
poco a poco cresc.

118

ff
pp poco a poco cresc.

121

ff
f

124

ff f

ff
f mf f

127

mf mf ff

f ff 

J129

mf f ff

   

   













 

 


3 3  

3

3

3

3


arco pizz.


3


3

3 3 3

3


arco

3 3 3


3 3 3 3 3 3


3 3


3

 

3

3
3 3

 3 3 3 3 3

3

  
molto vib.



3
3

3

 
molto vib.


3 3 3 3

3

3

            
           





    

    



   

                    

                  

                  
 

      

 
           

 
    

     
        

 


   

               
        

                       
    

 

                        
  

 
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