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Programme note

Commissioned by the Nemtsov Trio and premiered at the Purcell Room, London, 29" May
2012, with funding from Martin Jones and the Philharmonia Orchestra.

The initial stimulus for the piece was Giovanni Battista Piranesi's (1720-78) prints entitled
Carceri d'invenzione (Imaginary Prisons). His sixteen prints depict Escher-like distorted
visions, seemingly erecting fantastic labyrinth like structures - epic in volume and never
ending in depth. His seventh sketch, entitled The Drawbridge, focuses on descending
staircases and drawbridges which sparked the opening theme of the piece.
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