Malcolm Dedman

Corrievrechan

for two pianos

2005

The Corrievrechan is a notorious whirlpool between the Inner Hebridean islands

of Jura and Scarba. Scarba (to the North) is an inhospitable, uninhabited singie
mountain rising out of the sea to a central height of 1,473 feet. To its own northerly
side is another perilous tidal race, known as The Grey Dogs. The west side of
mountainous Jura (to the South) is uninhabitable and, despite its relative proximity

to the Scottish mainiand, it is one of the wildest, most inaccessible - and
snake-infested - places in the British Isles. Near its northernmost end is Barnhili,

to which George Orwell moved in 1946 and where he wrote most of The Last Man in
Europe, better known under its eventual title of 1984. In August 1947, Orwell and his
three companions were almost drowned during a fishing trip when they were capsized
by the Corrievrechan (thought to be a corruption of the Gaelic for ‘witch's cauldron') at
its worst.

This music for two pianos describes the above scene in its toccata-like atmosphere of
menacing turbulance.

Duration: approx. 4 mins

Copyright © 2005 by Malcolm Dedman
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