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Instrumentation

Flute
Bb Clarinet

Bb Trumpet
Trombone

Percussion (1 Player)

Glockenspiel (with brass mallets)

Marimba (with hard mallets)

Bass Drum (Concert) (with bass drum stick)
Brake Drum (with brass mallet)

Classical Guitar (Amplified)
Piano

Soprano

Violin

Viola

Cello
Double Bass

Score written in C.

Glockenspiel sounds up 2 octaves.

Guitar sounds down an octave.

Double Bass sounds down and octave.
Accidentals Hold for the full bar.

All other notational devices are standard.

Commissioned as part of Sound and Music/Birmingham Contemporary Music

Group Apprentice Composer in Residence.

First performed by Birmingham Contemporary Music Group conducted by Clement
Power with Susan Narucki as Soloist on 3 February 2012 in the CBSO Centre,

Birmingham.

Thanks to: Richard Baker, Gerald Barry, Joe Cutler, Hannah Davey, Nancy Evans,
David Lang, Becca Laurence, Susan Narucki, Stephen & Jackie Newbould, Gabriel
Orozco & Marian Goodman Gallery, Clement Power, Nicole Rochman, Howard
Skempton & all at BCMG for your faith, help, support, advice & kindness during this

residency.



Text

1)  Expert on Infidelity. Champion of the Unpopular. Studied Lives of
Troubled Girls. Questioned Fixed Truths, A Dreamer.

2) A Librarian Who Wasn't in it for the Money. Obituary Writer. Prodigious
Collector of Light Bulbs. Helped Create Tastier Tomatoes. Explored the
Blaming of Victims. A Friend of Dead Composers. Held His Funeral in Time to
Enjoy It.

3) Champion of Eccentric Causes. An Artist Inspired by Found Objects.
Philosopher Who Analyzed Language and Reality. Writer Who Dared to
Change Fishing. Style Guru for World’s Cross-Dressers. Who Led Three
Different Lives.

4) A Purveyor of Sophisticated Takeout Food. Conceptual Artist Who
Boycotted Women for Years. A Lawyer in Unpopular Cases. British Cheese
Crusader. Lodged London’s Ghosts. An Innovator in the Greeting Card
Industry.

5) Made a Kingdom of Popcorn. A Wordsmith Known for His Encyclopaedic
Knowledge. Expert on Psychology of Prostitutes. Authority on Ballooning.

6) Lived in Two Worlds, White and Black, Both Bitter. Eccentric Even for
England.

Text selected from Gabriel Orozco’s Obit (2008). Text used with permission and
appears courtesy of Gabriel Orozco and Marian Goodman Gallery, New York.



Programme Note

Findetotenlieder is an extended song in six verses with a text taken from the
visual artist Gabriel Orozco’s work entitled Obit, a work which is a collection of
peculiar texts taken from obituaries found in the New York Times. I first
encountered Obit at a major retrospective of Orozco’s work at the Tate Modern in
London in 2011 and I was instantly attracted to the work and how it might function
in a piece of music.

The work fascinated me for a multiplicity of reasons. It simultaneously served
as a contemporary Memento Mori with each individual life summed up in a pithy
phrase, it highlighted changing attitudes to death in its ambiguity between the
comic and the intensely dark and finally, it made manifest the media’s fascination
with the Lacanian death drive. Knowing that I wanted to set this text in some way, I
had to ask myself, as one always does when intervening on any piece of art, what
can I bring to the work that has not already been made apparent through the
original piece?

Firstly, by intervening upon this work I am offering (in an ontological sense)
an alternative existence for it, one in which its function moves from a piece of art to
be viewed in space, to one which should be listened to in time. By setting these texts
to music the person who experiences the work becomes passive (the texts are
delivered to them in time), rather than active (as is the case in a gallery, where the
person reads the texts in whatever order they like at their own leisure), this alters
how the piece may be perceived.

In addition, I have tried to enhance the ambiguity between the comic and the
serious (thus highlighting a changing attitude to death) which is given further
credence by the piece having its basis in popular music (Someone Great, by LCD
Soundsystem) a song which also deals with death but in quite an upbeat and joyful
way. How far removed is this from the treatment of death in the Requiems/death
songs of Mozart, Berlioz, Verdi, Brahms, Dvorak, Mahler, Britten, Ligeti, Grisey et
al? Furthermore, I have tried to emphasise the Lacanian death drive through the
use of (quite literal) repetition.

By delivering such a setting I hope to leave an element of uncertainty in the
listener as to whether this piece is comic or serious, and by leaving this impression
with the audience, it is hoped that they question the aforementioned aspects, such
as 215t century attitudes to death, the media’s evasiveness into, and by the same
token our own fascination with the lives of others.
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