JOHN HAWKINS

Child’s Play

Four Poems by Robert Louis Stevenson
from A Child's Garden of Verses



These songs were commissioned by Judy Mackerras.

The first performance by Judy Mackerras with Howard Beech (piano)
was on 12 November 2023 and also featured the song cycle

From a Child's Garden by Malcolm Williamson.

Other vocal music by John Hawkins

Before and After (two poems for baritone and piano: words by WWI poet Isaac Rosenberg)
Both Beauties (poems about music from Herrick to Tennyson for high voice and piano)
Envoi (four Elizabethan poems about death for high voice and string orchestra)
Friulian Songs (two poems in the beautiful Friulian dialect for mezzo and piano)
Kiss Me on Wednesday (cabaret songs about getting older)
Portions of Eternity (settings for mezzo and piano of words by William Blake)
Sense & Nonsenses (SATB settings of poems by Mervyn Peake)
Strange Bridge (poems by Edward Thomas for baritone and piano)
The Dong with a Luminous Nose. A setting of the complete poem by Edward Lear
fsor baitone and solo clarinet. Performed with a dancer at Téte a Téte Opera in 2022

This World (words by Milton and Blake set for choir and two trumpets)
The Unknown Bird (three poems by Edward Thomas for baritone with flute, viola and harp)

CDs of his music are available including
’Simplicius’ (music for clarinet in both orchestral and chamber music contexts) and
“Voices from the Sea (a song cycle with string orchestra - words by working merchant seamen).

www.johnhawkinsmusic.co.uk



Bed in Summer

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

JOHN HAWKINS 2023
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Escape at Bedtime
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Windy Night
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Farewell to the Farm

Lento ma non troppo
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