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Chacony, Op. 24

(1995, revised 2019)

Chacony, a term taken from a composition by Henry Purcell, is an orchestral
piece in two parts, both using the repetitive harmonic progressions that
characterize the chaconne. Each parts contain 24 statements of a progression of
harmonies, which are often transposed (in the second part a transposition
occasionally takes off before the progression is complete). The first part is
based on a group of three harmonies (one in bar one and two in bar two) and has
an alternating metre of 3/2 and 6/4. The dance association of the chaconne has
been retained in an attenuated form and the second part employs rhythms that
may suggest Greek or Mediterranean music, with its 9/8 metre divided into 4/8
+ 5/8). This rhythm was influenced by an ancient Greek lyric metre known as
Aeolian tripody; an example in English would be the phrase ‘join in a / party
game’. The first section had its origins in a setting of Swinburne’s ‘A Leave-

Taking’, and the second in the finale of a discarded Guitar Concerto.
Derek B. Scott
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