Visit my website: www.howaion.co.uk
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/AKLHWO/videos

Ho Wai-On
Buddha Song

aka Song of Buddha

for unaccompanied SATB choir
with optional ad lib percussion
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The music was inspired by what | heard as a child in Hong Kong of Buddhist monks and
nuns chanting Buddha i.e. 'nam-mor-or-mi-tor-fo' repeatedly, and a song about a monk
that | vaguely remember. Quite often the chanting would be accompanied by percussive
hits on wooden-fish (sounds like wood block). Instruments used in a Buddhist chant can
include wooden fish, cloud-plate (a flat gong), a standing (bowl-shaped) bell, drums, small
cymbals... | wrote this for music performance and the piece can be performed by an
unaccompanied choir, or if so wished, with ad lib percussion, using percussion of similar
sound to those mentioned above. The main rhythmic pattern is that of a regular pulse. For
reference, listen to Buddhist chants on YouTube. Since this is music, be inventive with the
ad lib percussion.
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For music video Buddha Song with me playing the wooden fish 78] —& H AL AR E AY
(i) 48 48: https://youtu.be/6wyX9rAxoLE
More info B 4HEAE#}: https://www.howaion.co.uk/hongkongandme/buddhasong.html

| wrote Buddha Song (called Song of Buddha then) when | was a student at the Royal
Academy of Music for a competition. The adjudicator was Ruth Gipps. She did not choose
my piece but commented disapprovingly on lack of harmony in the 'nam-mor-or-mi-tor-fo'
chanting. She liked the song (the 'Ah — ' section) towards the end better as having some
sense of harmony, suggesting that's the way | should write composition from then on. | am
almost certain she had never heard a Buddhist chant. Whenever | wrote anything using
harmony as taught at the RAM, | regarded that as an exercise. | almost never really use
"Western harmony" in my compositions.

HEERTLERMBERE(GMSINLEE BH S RELFrREX S E . G ERNER,
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| later came across an article by Ruth Gipps. | vaguely remember she was disapproving of
Stravinsky because what he wrote did not quite fit her concept of "from God". | rather
worship Stravinsky — so inventive and groundbreaking. | believe that creativity is a gift from
God, but it's not for us to judge whether another person's creativity is from God or not. |
also believe that | don't write compositions that would do well in competitions.

HELT—RBX SEHERN, Mt FFE s R BRSO R A AE R R A TR E L FH 1
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One day, at the Royal Academy, Michael Procter told me he came across my piece in the
RAM library, and used it as sight-reading exercise for the RAM choir he conducted. This is
the recording | used to make this music video. | was impressed by the choir as it is not
easy to sight read this piece — the chanting keeps modulating to unexpected keys and
without instrumental support, yet they got everything right.
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RE T EREERERIFETRGEN. SBEET K, LR D BT hEE BT EE
R, R BRBITEE (A SEEIRSIFE R,



>

~ ToR

MOR, 0R - mi
MOR

Mi
M1 -

Ho whl-oN

- 9 NAM
MOR Ok -

NAM

- A

.
MoR ,0K~

f N

ToR

|

A)

m\fﬂm

» NAM MoR oR- Mi -

SoNGg oF BUDDHA

U

r S
TR -

ol e
L4

WK 4
- M

, floidbe

r X

’”"P NAM MOR g

Va
i3

ey

ra\

[

Andantio( J = 50)

S o']orwno
AL

14

1
M
X
o,
Mi

LY

YU
A 4

i
MoR, ok -

R4

byt
Yy
1
-y N
R

Tor

Fu

J X2i]

ok - M|
MOR —

|
Ml
MoR,

NM MOR  oR

NAM

“Tor.
- ™R FU.,

—y NAM

- TR

Ml

¥

7

M
MOR 5 OR MI
ot
FU

ok -
A3
rF J

HY
- Fu.'
=

L= §

» NAM - MR - OR —

™
—9
ToR

ToR

—1T1
1

=
2y
oR
Mi

Mi

y KJ

—1 1

oR
Tor

1
NAM  pMoR
oR

4]

e




i
»hi
z
o
NS (| eH g
TS ol
i ] 1T m Th
SRR
TR TR
L 15|
N S|
o \ [} «
ndB ™| &
1k, 1T
SHE r..lul m
(S
£ el 8
-
e ] #
LY
L] (1%
. . WIS
dlllS =8
Feanks R
% ¥
oy \ r JilIE M
¢ !.1__ram _mwﬂ
HElE z o (€
NRSQL4 114 M g
( [T™
amE By " ]
M e
T T ﬂ-_ . *
< g
s i |
B "
T 44 >
H- W. illm » S
[ _ T
114 ,
oy _ rrv |
e TN
i b g
oL |
M1 gen N &
HI® 1m 1 IR
vnm D R, 5 [

23|

- -
o J X
I YN £
W
s ¥
N | = nl LR
of ait"
| S M 8
YENRRS
i H =
. ]
(% ¥
. ~
¢4 bR £
. M J =
 ama ' N S
| NN W. e m [
-1 £
I ¢
v
- & TO T
‘J.l-m i
% %
- "~
¥
) ank3
- l\ ¥ *
4 = S
W
. "
x REE [-3
-
H11]* N[ 2 '
- ,md |,
& H
1 o
L4 r-9
Ll g R
M 1
g ¥
' [ uE
M |
I ~
I = >

P

U

[ 4

TR

TR

FUyOR M1~

T

-+
Tor

oR M|

Py

B
13

MoK

NaM

Ml

o
13

=

~—— &

NAM

MoR

oR

> -

Fu

v

PEETIR

e

1] &

MK of ~ M| -

"JNM

me- pR MI TR T

i

—




um - - k3 wu-
. x
m o , T _
-..m"lv [+] —
hlﬂl ¥ | 1]
S8
L] = s~ 13
un *>117 o
b % an .
>LIMM. £ nw Mm
{
Ml gaay
|+ >
4 < | ™
Al [2rr
,..J 44 ARH-
1 ¢
]
] 1 A' - ’
L L m
i | ]
ul
\‘ V
' -
[ :Waon
- b -,
4| ¥
) | ! T =
M S
L -
AT B
N
H ,Vw
1 T .
] i ¥
] TS
L=
N =
T TS
) )
- P A
Heb Hgb Wk

2€]

- T —
« EIUL
iR
|
IIIN_ ud \
1o Um of = _
hl..‘v .m | llém
£ pauni e
Eums 3 W Ia.l. w
e A4 .JHV..W
L i
bw =
444 [~ T T
% JHNE [
b U’
e} W
) T X‘n
N E L
% Rut £ 41 M |
Ay Hup
¥ R« 4| &
P ¥
‘ S
HHE L e = M
n.l..‘v = IJ..W \X
N q
H14] ¢
1 P4ER kS
/ NENE [ . |
) M -
TN
I nERES
4+ .U, *
[ .YVIP 1=
§isy -
(4 P i
L YR N &
Lm _ rs = _
Um ~ 1
- e - ]
N = vyl Ly | %
ks N
!« ( ¥
A t SROS R
% (- -
und Y p :
N 4 = a2
=
s b
~ el
M- m sAlR ]
J44h 2 T | ™
b4 e H:llf '
K
.l « HN | &
et & Nie
L S N
N PREED PHED &

A.vll'
¥
=
: -
- ] Tl -
T UL b X |
v Rr..‘
=3 -+
R —
M -
\ ol
.
z Qo
D F—J -
4
S _ " TN &
s < \
=
5 > - £
_) ¥
30 ¥
. £
S ol | N ¥
i -
T [ - N
= . 11 X 2Py
x oIl HATr= 1 ¥
e IR Zaun B
e [ i
1 Moy ] ¥
krn.v.l 3
S Pag z T
W "% “ ‘.Y | QNELY m
£ T. ¥ ki 5
= T A > 2
| - < ......- mv“
AN E qu.. ¥
- LK
by g o T
e
4 oH-5 4 «
o d Hus
¥ ik 15 b m
rivd | =
=AM R m ( foA s
9 ) -]
S ;A S N <



aV

NAM - MOR OR M1 - ToR FU.

?

ToR 1 3%

MR DR, M|

™oy NN oy
. - L4
HIR N
2 2 2
1%
of Y4
HH & | |eH & %
[ . ||11u
€ < = s .lt
< -+~ = s
] +H- ¥
% ¥
MY | S " 3 v HH
£ . x MM TN
-1+ | = 1|45 4344
¢ g i
N ¥ 3
P11 | 2 ol ¥ .
[} ‘.'.r..l. AAv.l.i
N M v el
11 > .FIIM
N
SB N m .rlvm Y
= . &
i £ .vllm (
i T
] ¥ [[IRR
o
g [ €E N
) L WH.N
(e |
Zz S
H 5
W
\ |
LL] %
»
L]~
ﬂﬁ{ | ] ]
7 Bk b a

)

Al

AH

'+o

b2

nd

Hae’

i d
L

AR —

LA

A —

—

he

AR

Lhy

1.

1A 4

e
~&
- Al
e T
it

AR

AH

P,

r A

AH

P ]

4

AH

P

—

" S

v

Al

o &
'L

x HH
3
o 1|
H+ U
4
N
I\
IHEE
o
) -
D _ ™
Pl
18| = Lh
Ay
D T
D S

?D\

P\/ﬂ
T
= 137

[&2)
y i

AR

I
AH




£1
LF‘ X ~  fPproawl  allersond T
7
A - -~ 1
) s, =
oR M| Tor - FY OR - M| - TOR — FU

o P
X 4
=
o — -
P s J(‘fm;ual MWL }f\
e = T
~7 L4 v
3
or M| '1"—01?’ U ok- Mi Tor - FU
P ‘ ~ ,jc'pm““‘&/ u.ébwgawabo J.f-\
VoA A ]
oR M 23T oy, OR- M- TR FU




