Christopher Beardsley

Between Heaven and Earth
for Counter Tenor, 2 Tenors and Bass



Between Heaven and Earth sets a single line of text from the Book of Revelations (19:17), | saw
an angel standing in the sun, which is juxtaposed to a line of self-doubt, And I looked up to the
Skies and wondered. This text is set to musical material based on a short fragment taken from a
10/11" century trope setting of the Gloria in excelsis Deo, which is intoned by the first tenor at the

start of the work.

Performance notes:

1. Opening. The rhythms shown in the Countertenor, Tenor 2 and Baritone ad libitum
sections are approximate. The performers should whisper the words with normal speech
rhythms. The Tenor 1 entry is arbitrary but should be at least 5 seconds after the start of
the work.

2. Section A to B. To distinguish between the a of an and the a of angel the latter is
printed thus, a.

Dotted slurs indicate a slow and smooth transition between each note and phoneme or
syllable.

3. Section C to D. Sun is sung in three contrasting ways.

a) (su)n indicates singing sun with a short s and u thus holding the note on n with a
nasal sound.

b) Su — n indicates singing sun with a long u which ends on a nasal n.

¢) Su(n) indicates singing sun with a long u and with no n on the end.

Duration: approximately 4 minutes
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