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on the occasion of Seamus Heaney's 70th birthday

Across a clear blue sky

(after Seamus Heaney's poem Horace and the Thunder)

lan Wilson

(2009)
for string quartet, two portable analogue
radios and four wind-up drummer toys
Turn on and slowly increase volume of radio (pre-tuned to white noise) to maximum (10"-15").
y Then tune in and out of stations by scrolling across the FM bandwith back and forth, not too fast.
Violin1 J|F== Sound should be mostly white noise with the occasional burst of speech or music, not lasting
[—— more than a second. Vary volume noticeably but keep generally high. After 40" or so decrease
volume slowly to zero (10") and switch radio off.
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20"- 30" Turn on and slowly increase volume of radio (pre-tuned to white noise) to maximum (10"-15").
= Then tune in and out of stations by scrolling across the FM bandwith back and forth, not too fast. —_—
Viola - Sound should be mostly white noise with the ional burst of speech or music, not lasting
more than a second. Vary volume noticeably but keep generally high. After 40" or so decrease
volume slowly to zero (10") and switch radio off.
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trem. poco sul pont.

trem. poco sul pont.
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79 Turn on and slowly increase volume of radio (tune to white noise) to maximum (10").
s Then tune in and out of stations by scrolling across the FM bandwith back and forth, not too fast.
h or music, not lasting

Sound should be mostly white noise with the

al burst of

more than a second. Vary volume noticeably but keep generally high. After 20" or so decrease
volume to approximately mezzo-piano dynamic relative to ensemble and leave ON.
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Turn on and slowly increase volume of radio (tune to white noise) to maximum (10").
Then tune in and out of stations by scrolling across the FM bandwith back and forth, not too fast.
I Sound should be mostly white noise with the occasional burst of speech or music, not lasting
more than a second. Vary volume noticeably but keep generally high. After 20" or so decrease
volume to approximately mezzo-piano dynamic relative to ensemble and leave ON.
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’AQ - . Wind up drummer toy and let it run till it stops———>
%Vn rS
con sord. Repeat as necessary but STOP and wind up drumming
Aﬁ middle of bow toy as soon as cellist's drumming toy is playing
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Wind up drummer toy and let it run till it stops
g/ I . Wind up drummer toy and let it run till it stops —>
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- When last toy has stopped turn radio off (slowly) ~
} Wind up drummer toy and let it run till it stops ~
When last toy has stopped turn radio off (slowly) ~
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