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i)

A rock: consider it.

Of any shape —

The tearing, bruising edge,

The points of growth

And decay:

The unanswering texture, rough,
Moisture-laden, chill:

And the uneven surface, sheer,

Or dust-fill hollowed,

Harbouring the leathern lichen

Or the sprouting moss —

(The more than velvet suppliance, the choir
Of dedicated green,

The tender variance of grays or browns
In such minuscular scenario).

ii)

Take this rock,

Or chose one for its shape,
Clean and paint, place it

In a garden.

It is nothing. Everything is lost.

iii)

What is it in a rock in nature

That it should communicate with me?

It has some means to utter:

“I may be moved, broken and shattered,
Dust only remain. | shall not feel it.
Such as | m | have been always:

Thus was | meant to be.”

iv)

And, rock, you are.

| do not seek to change your state.

| see you, touch you,

Search your surface,

Rest my back against you, and departing
Leave you as you are —

And you me.

But we have spoken.

Mary Danielli

A rock: consider it was first performed by Alison Wells (soprano) with the Firebird Ensemble conducted by Barrie Webb.

St Paul's Hall, University of Huddersfield May 1993
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