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2 Songs for Europe)

1. Be Nice to Nice People (2008)
2. Big Society (2011)

My first mock-Eurovision song was written in March 2008, after I had challenged a
group of my students to write a song for the Eurovision Song Contest. I my song, |
tried to incorporate memorable gestures (such as kisses and blowing raspberries) as
well as to imitate familiar devices from past Eurovision songs, such as a strong 2-beat
thythm, quirky accompaniment figures, and a semitonal key rise for the final chorus.
My second song for Europe was inspired by a speech given by PM David Cameron
about his ambitions for a ‘big society’, which I found hilarious. I thought a Eurovision
song was the ideal vehicle to promote his social theory.

Derek B. Scott



Be Nice to Nice People

People ask me everyday,
How should I behave?

In multicultural Europe,
The matter can be grave.

Well, I have an answer,

Listen to me now,

I’1l tell you all that you need to know,
And what to do and how.

Be nice to nice people, [kiss, kiss]

Be rude to rude people; [blow raspberry]

Come on everybody laugh and sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,
It’s better than wearing lots of bling.

This is my advice to you,
Always act this way,

You’ll find that it is effective,
And makes you feel O. K.

Now it’s time to practice,

Let’s enjoy the fun,

Come on and do all the actions now,
The party has begun.

Be nice to nice people,

Be rude to rude people;

Come on everybody laugh and sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,
It’s better than wearing lots of bling. [key change]

Be, be, be, be nice to nice people,

Be rude to rude people;

Come on everybody laugh and sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,

It's better than wearing lots, much better than better than wearing lots,
Much better ... than wearing lots of bling.



A Song for Europe

Derek B Scott
(March 2008)
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Be Nice to Nice People

Song for Europe No. 1 Derek B Scott

(March 2008)
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